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Why this topic?
• We get this question a lot 

from core clients
• Simple examples are 

helpful
• It helps to outline  

compliance practices in 
useful terms



S A L K  I N S T I T U T E  F O R  B I O L O G I C A L  S T U D I E S

Q: Why do we pay recharge rates to use the core 
facilities?

Answer:

• All research activity costs $$.  This is true for individual 

labs as well as ”shared labs”.

• Core facilities do not have their own research programs 

and are available to all Salk researchers.

• Like individual PI labs, core labs are supported by grants, 

gifts and Institute funds.

• The cost of expenses not recovered by those sources are 

“shared” by the laboratories that use them.

• NOTE:  Cores do not charge labs for expenses that have 

not yet been incurred.



S A L K  I N S T I T U T E  F O R  B I O L O G I C A L  S T U D I E S

Q: How are those costs distributed & rates determined?

Answer:

• Core facilities follow federal guidelines for rate 

development.

• Core facilities cannot make a profit.  i.e. they cannot 

charge federal grants more than the cost of the expenses.

• Cores CANNOT charge labs for services before they 

have been delivered.



S A L K  I N S T I T U T E  F O R  B I O L O G I C A L  S T U D I E S

Why?  Subsidies/Support reduce rates

Source Percent of Operating 

Expense

Grants & Gifts 25%

Institute 34%

FY27 Sources of Subsidies – all 

cores







Thanks for asking!
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